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EAS

The 2016 Season is a Wrap!

What a year! The Slam have finished up the 
2015/16 season sitting at #2 in the Nation! This 
has been the most successful season in Seattle’s 
history as a team. Starting out the season with a 
3rd place finish at Slam on the Sound, we weren’t 
quite sure how the season was going to go for 
us. Do we take the year to rebuild and just play 
and see how we do or do we try to make a run 
for Nationals? The answer came from a phone 
call about bringing in an import, Fabien Lavoie, 
a 3.0 player from the Canadian National Team. 
We had our high/low back from the season 
before along with a strong balanced line. It was 
what we needed to make a real run for D1 at 
Nationals, so we went to work. From the tourna-
ments starting in Reno through Sectionals, we 
went undefeated (Vancouver Invitational isn’t 
included because we had a different team) and 
landed us a #2 seed in D1 at the National Cham-
pionship in Houston. 

In Houston we battled not only other teams but 
the heat and 2 big collision injuries to Fabien 
and Paul. But we pushed on and made it to the 
Championship game against the Stampede. 
Both teams sitting at 4-0, only one team could 
take home the Title. We started off strong and 
had the Stampede’s game plan figured out and 
grabbed a lead. But late into the first quarter, 

Paul was spun and hit the floor and took a picker 
to the shoulder. He got up and toughed through 
the pain but it took a toll on his performance. 
We fought hard through the rest of the game 
but it slipped away from us, leaving us with the 
2nd place trophy.

Regardless of the outcome of the Champi-
onship game, we made it to the big show! I 
couldn’t be more proud of the hard work and 
heart put into this season by each and every 
player as well as our amazing staff keeping us 
rolling the whole time. The love and support we 
have received from our family and fans at home 
was mind blowing. We are truly a family with the 
best players, staff, fans and sponsors anyone 
could ask for. We hope to keep going up from 
here and work hard to bring a Championship 
back to Seattle one day!

I have to say Thank You to all of our amazing 
sponsors that have helped us on this journey. 
The USQRA, Absolute Mobility and The Raynier 
Foundation along with the many others who 
have had our back and helped our team pursue 
the sport we love, we couldn’t do it without you!

Go Slam!
Jeremy Hannaford
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The Seattle Wheelchair Rugby Association was 
established as a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit orga-
nization with the purpose of providing the 
disabled community of Western Washington 
access to the team sport of wheelchair rugby. 
The SWRA promotes better physical and emo-
tional health, bonding, and friendship through 
athletics for people with disabilities that have 
few other opportunities available to them.

Wheelchair Rugby was founded by a quadri-
plegic in British Columbia, Canada and was 
originally called Murderball. The game quickly 

gained popularity with individuals dealing with 
paralysis due to a spinal cord injury or other 
type of physical permanent impairment. This 
must affect at least 3 limbs of their body to be 
allowed to play. The name was changed to 
Wheelchair Rugby and national and interna-
tional governing bodies soon followed.

Seattle Slam competes in Division 1 of the Unit-
ed States Quadrugby Association and travels 
to regional and national tournaments every 
year. We are currently ranked 5th in the United 
States.

Organization and Mission

WHEELCHAIR RUGBY
WAS CREATED IN 1976.



Community Need

In a study provided by the Washington State Department of 
Health, there are approximately 934,000 Washingtonians 5 
years and older living with a disability. The majority (51%) 
being between the ages of 21 and 64 years of age. These 
households had significantly lower average annual incomes 
than those households without a member with a disability 
and the poverty rate for someone who is disabled is more 
than double someone who is not.

Although all participants of the Seattle Wheelchair Rugby 
Association have some sort of physical disability most play 

wheelchair rugby due to a spinal cord injury. According 
to a study initiated by the Christopher & Dana Reeve 
Foundation, 1 in 50 people are living with paralysis. At 
the time of this study, that was approximately 6 million 
people with a spinal cord injury in the United States.

For people with disabilities, it is hard to participate in 
athletics due to the high cost and support associated 
with specialized equipment, services, locations and spe-
cific needs related to the individual.

Solution

There has been much research into the benefits that 
playing team sports has on the emotional and physical 
health of its participants. The Seattle Wheelchair Rugby 
Association strives to provide all players with a physical 
disability access to playing the exciting sport of wheel-
chair rugby. We provide specialized rugby wheelchairs, 
gym time, coaching and a highly skilled medical support 
staff to support our athletes and recruit new ones.

934,000 PEOPLE
IN WASHINGTON
HAVE A DISABILITY.
51% ARE BETWEEN
21 - 64 YEARS OLD.



Project Description

Our goals are to support our current athletes, recruit new 
ones, educate the public on wheelchair rugby and win a na-
tional title. The 3 major components of our program are:

Player development : 

Wheelchair rugby techniques, drills, training, cardio, set plays, 
and scrimmages.

Tournaments: 
 
 As a nationally ranked team with the United States Quadrugy 
Association, we host regional tournaments and travel to tour-
naments in the United States and Canada every year.

Public outreach:

Our players participate in peer support outreach with rehabil-
itation units at local hospitals for newly disabled individuals. 
SWRA also provides demonstrations at local events with Seat-
tle Adaptive Sports, the Paralympic Sports Committee’s local 
chapter, as well as private demonstrations for schools around 
the Puget Sound.

Sustainability of Project

To continue to serve the disabled commu-
nity in Western Washington, SWRA has de-
veloped a fundraising plan reaching out 
to individuals, businesses, organizations 
and other corporate/foundation grants.

Publicity

SWRA will be pleased to acknowledge 
your contribution with appropriate sig-
nage at our tournaments, your logo on 
our tournament collateral, and on our 
website. We would also mention your gift 
in our quarterly newsletter and submit 
news releases to local media.

THE POVERTY RATE FOR 
SOMEONE WHO IS DISABLED 
IS DOUBLE SOMEONE WHO
IS NOT.



SWRA THANKS YOU AND YOUR 
ORGANIZATION FOR YOUR 
TIME AND CONSIDERATION


